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Some of Keynote Speakers



The colloquium came up with a number of recommendations for the way forward:
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 Develop and promote the role of traditional medicine in job creation and income 

generation: setting up IKS documentation centres for recording, preserving and sharing 

IKS for development. It was revealed that the traditional medicine sector in South Africa 

employs more people than the mining sector; nee to establish an inter-college team at 

UKZN and other institutions to promote traditional medicine as a source of income and 

employment; promotion of traditional medicine and IKS in general. As a source of 

income generation and job creation this should be a nationwide initiative.

 Government funding is critical for IKS success. The current National Development Plan 

does not include IKS. There is a need to link IKS with the national job creation strategy.

 The UKZN institutional IKS policy should: establish IKS research priority areas; foster 

the development and promotion of indigenous African epistemologies; understand and 

define the politics of knowledge production; set out a history of indigenous African ideas 

and intellectual influence; create a framework to value of  IKS to knowledge holders; 

further research the ethics of IKS; effect indigenous language policies; focus on low-

lying fruits, i.e. indigenous agricultural schools, and create IKS opportunities for job 

creation and food security.



THE PURPOSE OF THE REGIONAL COLLOQUIUM

By
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Prof. H.O. Kaya, Research Leader, Indigenous African Knowledge Systems (IAKS), 

University of KwaZulu-Natal
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Prof. Nelson Ijumba, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) 

University of KwaZulu-Natal 
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Limited “ownership” of 
–

Science & 
Technology 

Enrichment of diversity 
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Intellectual Property (IP) & Knowledge Governance Framework for the NSI                        

In his discussion of the IP &Knowledge governance framework for the National System of 

Innovation (NSI), Prof. Seleti stipulates the following: 

  
Create legislative mandates that are clear for the key role players; 

• Make provision for a legislated and ministerial-level organization with responsibility for policy, 

resource allocation, M&E and the introduction and administration of relevant laws; 

• Clarify institutional arrangements, roles and governance models; 

• Create a professional body or bodies legislated to promote good practices and standards; 

• Enact of a full range of intellectual property laws; and 

• Create knowledge management legislation that establishes information management systems for 

the NSI. 

In Figure 2 Prof. Seleti provides the following framework toward a knowledge governance policy 

landscape. 



31

 

 

Figure 2: 
Towards a Knowledge Governance: 

The Policy  
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RESEARCH ETHICS 

• The research ethics policy is in 
response to the continued 
exploitation of communities’ 
indigenous knowledge and 
resources.  

• The IKS research ethics policy 
reinforce the protection of 
indigenous knowledge by 
emphasizing that research involving 
communities is associated with a 
process of meaningful engagement 
and mutual exchange between the 
researcher(s) and the IK community 
concerned.  

• The principles stipulated in the 
policy accentuate amongst others 
the following key elements: - 
community consultation, informed 

respect for indigenous/local 
community’s protocol and cultural 
practices.  

 

             

• The preservation, protection and 
promotion of Indigenous Knowledge 
(IK), innovations and practices of 
local and indigenous communities 
are of key importance for developing 

. 

• The overall purpose of the IK 
database policy is to protect IK 
resources from unfair commercial 
exploitation and to ensure recognition 
of the source of the material is 
documented when IK resources are 
used towards new innovation.   

• The policy aims to ensure that the IK 
material is retained, treasured by the 
appropriate communities and used in 
accordance with their 
concerns/wishes; and to generate 
new knowledge to assist with 
innovation. 

 
1 

Enabling Policies for the Protection of IKS
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Civil Society
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Other Measures 

Prof. Seleti Looked at other national measures such as: 

      • National Environmental Management Act 1998: 

         – Access and benefit sharing provisions 

         – Granting of Access to GR through a permit system 

      • Pharmacopeia; 

         – Fragmentation 

         – Technical challenges 

      • NRS; 

      • Administrative options 

                      • Accreditation and certification framework for IKS holders 

                      • Education/public awareness 

      •  The Accreditation and Certification of Indigenous Knowledge Holders and Practitioners: 

         – To affirm Indigenous Knowledge as a knowledge domain on its own merit; 

         – To recognize and acknowledge the professional status of the Indigenous Knowledge       

............ holders and practitioners; 

Design

Trade
Mark
Skills

sui
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• Focuses on innovation (rather than research/technology/ knowledge) as its organizing 

principle; 

• Helps to identify the scope of the actors involved and the wider set of relationships in 

which innovation is embedded; 

• Recognizes that innovation systems are social systems, focusing on connectivity and 

learning as well as the dynamic nature of the process; 

• Leads us to new and more flexible organizations of research and to a new type of 

policymaking for science, technology and innovation; 

• Emphasizes that partnerships and linkages are an integral part of the innovation system; 

and 

• Recognizes that innovation is not linear and there are many types of innovations. 

In his discussion of the shift to inclusive innovation, he defined it as follows: 

"Inclusive innovation is any innovation that leads to affordable access of quality goods 

and services, creating livelihood opportunities for the excluded population, primarily at 

the base of the pyramid and on a long-term sustainable basis with a significant 

outreach." 
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–    24 post-graduate students

    IKS Centre of Excellence (CoE) to be finalised;

            –    B.IKS approved and to be launched

Policy development;

Interfacing of IKS in the NSI; 

–   Interdepartmental committee

– Intra-DST coordination of IKS activities

 Development and management of IKS bilateral and multilateral agreements

   –   Regional

   –   Continental  

  –    International

Knowledge Management

 Knowledge Infrastructure for IKS;

– National Recordal System

– Pharmacopeia

– Museums, archives and libraries IKS resources

 Performance assessment and quality assurance of IKS;

– Accreditation certification as quality assurance

– Performance assessment for improved efficiencies

– Performance assessment for compliance

(RDI) IKS Innovation

 IKS-based inclusive innovation;

 Commercialisation;

 Institutionalisation of innovation in IKS;

– Centres of Competence

– Institutes

– Innovation skills
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Some of the Colloquium Participants

Programme / Entity 

Programme 1 
Legal Unit 

Programme 2
(Res, Dev & Innovation)
NIPMO
Health and Biotechnology

 Programme 3
(International Cooperation)

 Programme 4
(Human Capital and 
Knowledge Systems) 

Programme 5
(Socio-Economic Partnerships)

Activity

Drafting the sui generis bil

Management of IP 
Portfolios from IKS
Bioeconomy

Funding of NRS 
infrastructure
Knowledge Generation  i.e. 
SARCHi chairs & CoE

Innovation for poverty 
alleviation 
Sustainable livelihoods

Outcomes

Driving the Bill

IP Management
Knowledge 
Exploitation/ 
innovation

Policy development & 
institutional 
development

Knowledge 
Generation, Human 
Capital and 
infrastructure 

Technology transfer
Enterprise 
development

IKS Alignment with other DST Programmes
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I come from a country which underwent 350 years of colonial oppression, where our art works 

were exported to populate the museums of our conquers, where our language was suppressed, 

where my people were denied a voice in our own government, and where, for a long time, 

government was entirely in the hands of foreigners, where we only obtained our freedom after we 

conducted a struggle of liberation and military uprising, which made the  country ungovernable, 

where we were subjected to blatant racism  and ethnic discrimination that survives to the present 

day, where our colonial past has left us with a legacy of a foreign legal system, of post-colonial 

crime and of post-colonial corruption. 

I am, of course, referring to the country of my birth, Italy.

Some of the Colloquium Participants
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AFRICAN IDENTITY AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH 

KISWAHILI

By

H .O. Kaya & L. Rushubirwa, Indigenous African Knowledge Systems

University of KwaZulu-Natal (South Africa)

Introduction

The presentation is structured as follows: first, a critical discussion of Kiswahili as an indigenous 

African language by interrogating the various paradigms (Eurocentric & Afrocentric) on 

Kiswahili. Second: a discussion of the role of Kiswahili in promoting African identity. Third: 

Kiswahili and Africa-led globalization. Fourth: the role of Kiswahili in promoting sustainable 

development. Fifth: an examination of challenges facing Kiswahili. Finally: recommendations 

on the future of Kiswahili.

The presentation is divided into six parts. Part one contains a critical discussion of Kiswahili as an 

indigenous African language by interrogating the various paradigms known as Eurocentric and 

Afrocentric. Part two discusses the role of Kiswahili in promoting African identity, and part three 

describes Kiswahili and Africa-led globalization status. Part four presents the role of Kiswahili in 

promoting sustainable development while part five examines the challenges facing Kiswahili as 

a language of African identity and sustainable development. A conclusion is then drawn and 

recommendations made on the future of Kiswahili. 
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On the  issue of  Kiswahili and gender in sustainable  development, the  presenters  indicated 

that over half the Africa's population are women, whose roles and contribution to their families 

and local communities in terms of food security, health, natural resource management, etc. place 

them at the centre of locallymanageable, cost-effective and sustainable development and 

livelihood. The gendered nature and role of indigenous African knowledge systems, including 

indigenous African languages, in sustainable development and community livelihoods often 

tend to be overlooked by development scholars and agencies. The presenters argued that gender 

is embedded in all institutions, actions, beliefs and desires that go along with the mapping of 

language use through communication, interaction and establishment of the social order. They 

showed that in East and Central Africa, where Kiswahili is widely used in socio-economic, 

political and cultural communication, women, who are mostly responsible for the food and 

nutritional needs of their families, possess a detailed awareness of the species and ecosystems 

which surround them. In traditional agriculture, women are involved in almost all aspects of 

farming, from seed selection and planting to harvesting, weeding, winnowing and storing grain. 

They are often the local educators, passing on traditional knowledge and technologies, and 

acting as traditional birth attendants in many rural societies, where there is no access to imported 

medical facilities. They are also instrumental in developing and sustaining techniques and 

designs for textiles, clothing and other valuable forms of traditional cultural expression.

As a result of this gender differentiation and specialization, the indigenous knowledge and skills 

held by women often differ from those held by men, affecting patterns of access, use, and 

control, while resulting in different perceptions and priorities for the innovation and use of IKS. 

This impacts the way in which IKS is disseminated, documented and passed on to future 

generations. The presenters revealed that most of the rural communities in East and Central 

Africa are increasingly becoming multi-ethnic. The largest part of the population is composed of 

women and the youth, who communicate in Kiswahili in production, commerce, entertainment 

and other social interactions. Knowledge and experiences in these activities are exchanged in 

Kiswahili.
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3: What are the human /environmental relationships? Are they... (ref. ECCAP WG1)

 Apathetic;

 Apocalyptic;

 Symbiotic;

 Integrationist; or

 Managerial.

Issues to address on the environment

Mr. Rai pointed to a number of issues which need to be addressed on environment, especially 

with regard to applications of worldviews to modern technology/globalization, and the 

questions that arise:

 Is the worldview compatible with modern technological advances? 

 Does it already have some position and ethical guidance on human relation to 

technological advances? 

 Are there principles that can be developed? Do the main practitioners or proponents of 

the worldview think about modern advances and their impact on resources, human 

relations, society and other species? 

 For instance, what are the effects of increasing dependence on technological mobility 

(cars, planes etc.) or transplant surgery and the possibilities of cloning? What about 

increased age expediency, larger populations in cities, reduced agricultural land, and the 

impact on climate change of energy emissions and consumption?

 What is the impact of globalisation on smaller communities, on traditional ethical 

values, on interaction with the larger world? And are there already are ideas of 

interacting and coping with globalisation trends?

Conclusions

1. There  should be  an indication on whether:

 The worldview is a living set of concepts;

 Aset of values can be developed from it;

 It is largely reflected in the current conventions; and

 Whether a distinct document for that particular worldview would benefit greater 

compliance with goals to achieve better sustainable environment.  
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School of Management, IT and Governance, College of Law and Management Studies

University of KwaZulu-Natal
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-based Paralegals Theoretical Framework 
Problems  

Second class justice Capacity to straddle plural legal system 

Lack the guarantees of independence and  
consistency their work 
Divert pressure to improve training of 
lawyers 

Need not limit themselves to adversarial 
approach 

Cheap alternative to justice Cost effectiveness and availability 
Cappelleti, Mauro (1992) / Noone (1991)  
 
Using the theoretical framework that emerged from the literature survey, the presenters made 
a cross-case comparative analysis of the problems with CBPs with actual experiences of 
paralegals in rural KZN (See Table 2).  
 

-case Comparative Analysis of Problems with CBPs 

Support 
Centre 

Problems with CBPs according to literature vs CBP actual experience 

Second class 
justice 
 

Lack the 
guarantees of 
independence 
and consistency 

Divert pressure to 
improve training of 
lawyers 
 

Cheap alternative to 
justice 
 

New 
Hanover 
 

Holistic 
approach to 
problem/solve 
dv and 
maintenance 
at the same 
time 
 

because do not 
take sides/ 
understand 
community 
dynamics 
 

Follow up 
/empowerment with 
problem solving 
skills 
 

They speak our 
Language / culture   
 

Bulwer 
 

Free service, 
but good 
service 
tailored to 
address 
individual 
need 

Closer to the 
people/ simple 
explanation of 
the law 
 

Delays/ legalistic 
procedures/ no 
follow ups 
/counselling 
 

Language 
consideration/traditio
n/ control and take 
own decision 
 

Madadeni 
 

Better 
outcome 
without going 
to court, 
reconciliation, 
free service 

Paralegals are 
closer to the 
people  and 
accessible 
 

Resolution of the 
problem fast 
 

Process in own 
language/ promote 
harmonious 
relationship  
 

Ixopo 
 

Role of 
paralegal is 
important, 
service is free 
but outcome 
better than 
lawyers 

Accessible 
/paralegals 
understand 
community 
dynamics 
 

The service is 
comprehensive/acco
mpanied to 
institutions 
 

Comprehensive 
understanding of 
culture and traditional 
custom 
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Table 3 shows a Cross-case Comparative Analysis in the different support centres in terms of 
 by CBP in rural KZN. 

-  

Support 
Centre 

  

Capacity to 
straddle 
plural legal 
system 

Have a wider 
and more 

 
 

Not limited  to 
adversarial approach 
 

Cost effectiveness 
and availability 
 

New 
Hanover 
 

Based at the 
court an 
advantage/ 
knowledge 
of culture 
and 
customs/ 
knowledge 
of the law 

Mediation, 
protection 
orders, peace 
orders, and 
educate 
 

Dual system  of justice 
at play, due to location 
 

Agreements hold, 
men afraid of court 
 

Bulwer 
 

Work well 
with 
traditional 
authority 

Mediation, 
negotiation, 
protection orders 

Courts take decision 
we do not agree with 
 

Mediation quick 
 

Madadeni 
 

Partnership 
with the 
traditional 
authority/ 
offer advice 
that covers 
both the law 
and 
customary 
law  

wide networks  
to solve clients 
case/ educate, 
mediate and law 
as a back up 
 

“ went to court several 
times, instead I was 
humiliated” 
 

Problem are solved 
quick 
 

Ixopo 
 

Based at the 
court,  
clients 

our 
knowledge 
of the law, 
and tradition  

mediation, 
networking 
skills, educate 
 

Platform to talk freely 
without any fear / 
mediation process is 
inclusive. 
 

Mediation is quick 
 

 
 
In uncovering Indigenous African Knowledge Systems (IAKS) of governance and justice, the 

following are lessons for governance: 

• Restorative justice is inherent in indigenous African legal systems yet contemporary 

conceptions of restorative justice – in theory and practice –have gained acclaim as if 

developed in the global North; and 
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• Governance determined by one's own will is not just governance but a culturally inspired 

lifestyle of African origin – to be researched and lived.

The following are lessons for justice:

• Retributive colonial system of justice was inherited in SA and elsewhere;

• Retributive justice is in crisis worldwide;

• SA is ripe for re-creation of restorative justice systems operated by community members 

– especially in rural areas; and

• Restorative justice parallels participative democracy.

Epistemological and Methodological Lessons for (Re)discovering IAKS

Finally, the presenters stipulated epistemological and methodological lessons for re-discovering 

IAKS. These include:

 Open to capturing unexpected cues of knowing;

• Understanding how meanings are attached;

• Usefulness of mixed methods and pragmatic worldview;

• Breakout of small groups from focus groups; and

Articulate and preserve context and voice of participants.

Participants
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Discussant

In my assigned five-minute comments triggered by the excellent and thought-provoking 

presentations which my colleagues just made in this the second Section of our Colloquium, I am 

driven to gravitate towards two key terms which are embedded within the titles of two of the 

presentations themselves as printed in our programme, to wit, “postcolonial” (Dr. M. Murove) 

and “Afrocentric” (Prof. J. Teffo). In some ways, these two terms, in my considered opinion, 

capture the pith and substance of all the other presentations in this Section exceptionally well. 

And of the two terms, I would wish to comment briefly on the second term, namely, 

“Afrocentric”. I do so as one who hails from the African Diaspora; from the former British 

colony commonly known as St. Kitts-Nevis – although the official name of my country of birth is 

really St. Christopher-Nevis, named after Christopher Columbus, that (in)famous Italian 

navigator who, while sailing under the Spanish flag in search of a shorter maritime route to India 

where he wished to procure gold and other “goodies” for the Spanish Crown, 
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Colloquium Participants in Discussion

Colloquium Participants in Discussion
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